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Recalls 


e FIRESTONE 500 RADIAL 
TIRE RECALL UPDATE—Con- 
sumers who own one or more of the 
estimated 7.5 million steel belted ra- 
dial tires still in service should be re- 
ceiving recall letters from the man- 
ufacturer, Firestone Tire and Rub- 
ber Co. These letters will be in the 
mail within 45 days, and after that 
consumers have 60 days in which to 
have the affected tires replaced with 
another type of tire. 


WHAT TO DO: Make sure you 
know the last 3 digits of Transporta- 
tion Dept.’s identification num- 
ber—appearing on either the outside 
or inside sidewall of each tire. Then 
get in touch with your dealer to see 
about a replacement; bring along 
Firestone’s notification letter if you 
have it. (You may have to fill out 
some forms required by Firestone 
before you receive your replace- 
ment.) If you are still not satisfied or 
have other questions you may write 
or call J.B. Scearcliff, Consumer Af- 
fairs Dept. Firestone Tire and Rub- 
ber Co., 1200 Firestone Parkway, 
Akron, OH 44317; telephone (toll- 
free) 800-321-9638. But before you do 
anything, know the last 3 digits iden- 
tifying the tire: they represent the 
week and year the tire was manufac- 
tured. For more details on the recall 
see CONSUMER NEWS Nov. 1. 


e FACE CREAM—Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) an- 
nounces the recall of Ultra Feminine 
Cream, a Face Cream Containing 
Natural Estrogen and Progesterone, 
packaged in 2 and 4 ounce jars. The 
product is manufactured by Helena 
Rubenstein, Inc., Greenvale, NY, 
and affected lots carry the numbers 
CI-1, DI-2, and NF-8, on the jars. 
The product has been recalled be- 
cause of possible bacterial contami- 
nation which poses no imminent 
health hazard. The manufacturer es- 
timates that only the 2 ounce jars 
remain on the market. 


WHAT TO DO: Return the 
product to place of purchase for 
refund. 
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Tips from A&P’s Consumer Af- 
fairs Dept., 2 Paragon Drive, 
Montvale, NJ 07645, are included in 
A&P’s More for Your Money newslet- 
ter and “How To Buy and Cook Beef” 
information sheet. Both guides offer 
hints on buying, storing, and 
stretching a variety of meat cuts. 
A&P will send you a copy of each, if 
you provide a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope and mail it to the address 
listed above. 
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Consumer roundup—1978 


Here is a CONSUMER NEWS review of significant consumer actions (laws, 


Federal agency regulations, and Supreme Court cases) that were taken in 
1978. 


New consumer laws 


e AIRLINE DEREGULATION—Airline Deregulation Act (Public Law 
95-504) substantially reduces government control of commercial airlines by 
establishing pricing flexibility, allowing airlines to adopt and drop routes 
more easily and reducing barriers to entry into the industry. In addition, the 
law attempts to encourage smaller airlines to take over unprofitable routes 
by expanding their eligibility for Federal subsidies. The Civil Aeronautics 
Board will be abolished in 1984. (See CONSUMER NEws Nov. 15.) 


e CO-OP BANKS—tThe National Consumer Cooperative Bank Act 
(Public Law 95-351) creates a bank to make loans to establish new and ex- 
pand existing consumer cooperatives. A special office within the Bank will 
provide capital advances and interest subsidies to low-income or emerging 


co-ops as well as technical and research assistance. (See CONSUMER NEWS 
Sept. 1.) 


e ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFERS—tThe Electronic Fund Transfer 
Act (a section of the Financial Institutions Act—Public Law 95-630) sets 
forth consumers’ and banking institutions’ rights and liabilities in electronic 
fund transactions (EFT). The new law requires the Federal Reserve System 
to write implementing regulations early next year covering (1) distribution of 
EFT debit cards and (2) liability of consumers who use such cards. Consum- 
ers will have an opportunity to comment on the regulations when they are 
published as proposals. 


e ENERGY—The National Energy Act consists of 5 separate bills: (1) 
Public Utilities Regulatory Policy Act (Public Law 95-617); Energy Tax Act 
(Public Law 95-618); National Energy Conservation Policy Act (Public Law 
95-619); Powerplant and Industrial Fuel Use Act (Public Law 95-620); and 
National Gas Policy Act (Public Law 95-621). Included in the various bills are 
tax incentives aimed at decreasing electricity consumption, tax penalties on 
consumers who drive gas guzzling cars, and mandatory minimum efficiency 
standards for major home appliances. (See CONSUMER NEWS Nov. 1.) 


e PRODUCT SAFETY—The Consumer Product Safety Act Amendments 
of 1978 (Public Law 95-631) simplifies procedures for the promulgation of 
consumer product safety standards and extends the life of the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC) for 3 more years. 
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1978 Federal regulations and other 
actions affecting consumers 


Agriculture Dept. 


e ICE CREAM—Agriculture Dept. decided to drop its 
plans for voluntary ice cream quality grades because of public 
opposition. The grades would have been based on flavor, body, 
texture, and color of ice cream. 


e JUNK FOOD IN SCHOOLS—Agriculture Dept. has de- 
cided to postpone final rules that would have banned the sale of 
candy, sodas, frozen desserts and chewing gum in school 
cafeterias until after the last lunch period of the day. Reason: It 
wants to consider more fully the large volume of comments it re- 
ceived. This means that state and local school authorities will 
continue to adopt and enforce their own food policies. 


e MP(S)P—Agriculture Dept. has amended its regulations 
concerning “mechanically processed (species) product.” In the 
parenthesis for species will appear the term beef, pork or other 
species as appropriate. Earlier proposals called the product 
“mechanically deboned meat” and “tissue from ground bone.” 
Effective date was July 20. 

e SCHOOL MILK PROGRAM—Agriculture Dept. has re- 
duced the amount of milk eligible children may receive under 
various Federal programs that participate in the Special Milk 
Program. Purpose of Agriculture’s action was to reduce waste. 
Effective date was Feb. 1. 


Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Bureau of 


e WINE—Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
(ATF) has revised its wine advertising and labeling regulations. 
Among other provisions, the new rules require that labels 
specify the place where the wine is produced. Effective date was 
Sept. 22, with mandatory compliance with many of the require- 
ments delayed until January 1983. 

e WINE BOTTLES—Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) has adopted regulations to permit the use of 
larger wine bottles than the original metric standards allowed (3 
liters). Effective date was June 8. 


Civil Aeronautics Board 


e AIRLINE PASSENGER BUMPING—Civil Aeronautics 
Board’s (CAB) new rules are intended to minimize involuntary 
bumping of airline passengers who hold confirmed reservations 
on overbooked flights. Such passengers will be paid 200% of the 
ticket value ($50 minimum, $400 maximum) including connecting 
flight coupons. Sept. 3 was effective date. 


e“HANDICAPPED” AND “RETIRED” AIR 
TRAVELERS—Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) has established 
definitions for certain classes of air travelers for the guidance of 
airlines wishing to establish reduced air fares for handicapped 
and retired persons. 


e PUBLIC CHARTERS—Civil Aeronautics Board (CAB) 
has adopted new, liberalized charter regulations which will 
eliminate (on Jan. 1) most of the usual charter forms, such as 
Advance Booking Charters. 


Commodity Futures Trading Corp. 


¢ COMMODITY OPTIONS—Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission (CFTC) has suspended the trading of commodity 
options after May 31 because of “unsound and illegal practices 
engaged in by individuals and firms selling commodity options.” 


Consumer Product Safety Commission 


e ANTENNAS—Consumer Product Safety Commission’s 
(CPSC) warning labeling requirements for outdoor Citizens Band 
base station antennas, outdoor TV antennas, and antenna sup- 
porting structures went into effect Sept. 26. Shock hazards have 
been associated with the antennas touching electric power lines 
during installation. 

e ASBESTOS—Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) has banned consumer patching compounds and artificial 
emberizing materials (embers and ash used to decorate gas- 
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burning fireplace logs) that contain respirable, free-form 
asbestos—because inhaling such products could cause cancer. 


e BABY RATTLES—Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion (CPSC) has issued mandatory safety requirements that have 
the effect of banning baby rattles which are small enough to get 
caught in an infant’s throat. All rattles that entered interstate 
commerce after Aug. 20 are affected by the ban. 


e CELLULOSE INSULATION—Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) is now requiring that all cellulose 
insulation made after Sept. 7 must pass flammability and other 
tests. 


e CHILDREN’S SLEEPWEAR—Consumer Product 
Safety Product Commission (CPSC) has amended its children’s 
sleepwear flammability standards intended to reduce the need 
for flame-retardant chemicals (such as TRIS) while generally 
maintaining the present level of protection from fire. Amended 
standards apply to children’s sleepwear for sizes 0 through 14 
and went into effect Feb. 6. 


e CHILD-RESISTANT PACKAGING—Consumer Product 
Safety Commission (CPSC) has exempted from child-resistant 
packaging requirements certain unflavored, powdered aspirin 
products in small unit doses, effective April 21. 


e ELECTRIC TOYS—Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion (CPSC) has amended its toy regulations to permit future use 
of more flexible, lighter, electric cords on hand-held educational 
and hobby-type items such as woodburning tools. Effective date 
is Oct. 3, 1979. 


e FLAMMABLE ADHESIVES—Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) has banned the manufacture of extremely 
flammable, quick-drying contact adhesives in containers larger 
than % pint. Distribution and sale of the adhesives were pro- 
hibted after June 13 because of their explosive qualities. 


e TOYS—Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
has prescribed new safety tests for toys and other articles with 
sharp metal and glass edges that axe intended for children up to 8 
years old. The regulation, which was issued March 24, applies to 
all toys introduced into interstate commerce after March 26, 
1979. 


e TRIS—Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) 
has issued a policy statement prohibiting the export of TRIS- 
treated products which are “banned hazardous substances” under 
the Federal Hazardous Substances Act. 


Environmental Protection Agency 


e PUBLIC PARTICIPATION—Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) has provided compensation to qualified persons 
for the cost of participating in an EPA proceeding which will con- 
sider phasing out polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), a widely 
used chemical compound found in electrical equipment and other 
products. 


Executive Order 


e IMPROVING GOVERNMENT REGULATIONS—on 
March 23, President Carter issued Executive Order 12044 which 
is intended, among other things, to assure that Federal regula- 
tions are as simple and clear as possible. To comply with the 
order, each Executive agency has been developing appropriate 
procedures which include insuring that its regulations are ac- 
tually necessary. 


Federal Communications Commission 


e CITIZENS BAND—Federal Communications Commis- 
sion (FCC) has adopted new rules for the Citizens Band (CB) 
Radio Service which are intended to make it easier for CBers to 
understand what their responsibilities are. Effective date was 
Aug. 1. 


Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. 


e TRANSFERS FROM SAVINGS ACCOUNTS—Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) and Federal Reserve System 
(FRS) have adopted final rules to permit banks under their juris- 
diction to make automatic transfers from depositors’ savings ac- 
counts to their checking accounts. Nov. 1 was effective date. 
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Federal Trade Commission 


e EYEGLASSES—Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has 
issued a final rule permitting sellers of prescription eyeglasses 
and related services to advertise their product and services re- 
gardlesss of prohibitions against such advertising by state laws 
or association codes. July 3 was effective date. 


e GOLD—Federal Trade Commission’s (FTC) amendment 
to its Trade Practice Rules for the jewelry industry prohibits the 
use of the term “gold” in jewelry items of less than 10 karats. 
Effective date was Aug. 16. 


Federal Reserve System 


e CREDIT DISCLOSURE—On April 7, the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Federal Reserve System (FRS) decided to 
suspend its proposed rulemaking on certain regulations concern- 
ing disclosure of credit terms to consumers. Reason: A bill was 
pending in Congress to simplify and reform the Truth-in-Lending 
Act. However, the bill did not pass, and FRS may reissue the 
regulation. 


e TRANSFERS FROM SAVINGS ACCOUNTS—Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. (FDIC) and Federal Reserve System 
(FRS) have adopted final rules to permit banks under their juris- 
diction to make automatic transfers from depositors’ savings ac- 
counts to their checking accounts. Nov. 1 was effective date. 


Food and Drug Administration 


e AFLATOXIN IN MILK—Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has issued administrative guidelines setting an “action 
level” for aflatoxin contamination of milk. The allowable limit is 
0.5 parts per billion (ppb) for interstate shipments of milk (and 20 
ppb for other foods). Aflatoxin is a naturally-occurring cancer- 
causing agent produced as a byproduct of the growth of certain 
molds. 


e BLOOD—Food and Drug Administration (FDA) now re- 
quires that all blood intended for transfusion be labeled with the 
words “Paid Donor” or “Volunteer Donor.” Purpose of the new 
rule, which became effective May 15, is to reduce the risk of 
hepatitis associated with blood from some paid donors. 


e CALORIE LABELING—Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has set new rules on how “low calorie,” “reduced calorie,” 
and diabetic foods must be labeled. Purpose is to make sure that 
low calorie labled foods actually represent a caloric saving. Rules 


apply to all foods shipped in interstate commerce after July 1, 
1979. 


e CHLOROFLUOROCARBONS—After Dec. 15, Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) is prohibiting the manufacturing or 
packaging of products containing chlorofluorocarbons. 


© COSMETICS—Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has 
revoked its regulation requiring manufacturers of “hypoal- 
lergenic” cosmetics to substantiate their claims or stop making 
such claims on cosmetic labels. This action was taken as a result 
of a court ruling. 


e FATS AND OILS—Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) has amended its food labeling regulations for fats and oils 
by substituting the words “hydrogenated” and “partially hy- 
drogenated” for “saturated” and “partially saturated” where 
those names must appear on the labels. Effective date for volun- 
tary compliance was March 28; mandatory compliance begins July 
1, 1979. 


e ICE CREAM—Food and Drug Administration—on Feb. 
3—confirmed July 1, 1979 as the effective date for mandatory 
ingredient labeling for ice cream, but revoked other provisions of 


its original regulation concerning standards of identity for frozen 
desserts. 


©e ORAL CONTRACEPTIVES AND SMOKING—Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) has expanded its patient labeling 
regulations for oral contraceptives (the pill) to include a warning 
that states that women who take the pill should not smoke. The 
latest revision, which went into effect on April 3, is the result of 
new information on the risks of taking the pill (i.e., increased 
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risk of heart attack and other circulatory problems, including 
strokes). 


e PROGESTIN WARNING—Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) now requires that women taking the female hormone 
progestin be warned against it use during pregnancy because of 
the danger of birth defects. Effective date for the warning 
brochure—in plain English—was Dec. 11. 


e SACCHARIN—Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is- 
sued final guidelines (effective Feb. 21) to help saccharin man- 
ufacturers comply with provisions of the Saccharin Study and 
Labeling Act. The Act, while prohibiting FDA from banning sac- 
charin from the marketplace for at least 18 months while more 
safety tests are being conducted, also requires conspicuous 
warning labels on saccharin-containing products as well as in 
stores where these products are sold. Effective date for store 
warnings was June 1. 


© Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has withdrawn its 
proposal to require warning statements on vending machines 


which dispense saccharin-containing products (usually soft 
drinks). 


e ULTRASONIC THERAPY PRODUCTS—Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has issued a mandatory safety perform- 
ance standard (which applies to all equipment manufactured after 
Feb. 19, 1979) to protect consumers from improper exposure to 
radiation emitted by ultrasonic equipment used in physical ther- 
apy. 


Interstate Commerce Commission 


¢ HOUSEHOLD MOVERS—Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission’s (ICC) modified household moving rules provide for re- 
weighing of the shipments any time before the shipment is deliv- 
ered. Purpose of new requirement is intended to reduce the 
problem of weight bumping. June 15 was effective date. 


National Credit Union Administration 


® CREDIT UNIONS—National Credit Union Administra- 
tion (NCUA) has established share accounts with varying divi- 
dend rates and share certificate accounts with varying rates and 
maturities. Effective date was Dec. 30, 1977. 

e NCUA has also issued regulations permitting Federal 
credit union members to write drafts on their share draft ac- 
counts. Effective March 6, these drafts may be used just like 
checks. 


@ NCUA has issued implementing amendments to the Fed- 
eral Credit Union Act authorizing Federal credit unions to make 
residential mortgage loans with maturities of up to 30 years. May 
8 was the effective date. 


National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 


e PUBLIC PARTICIPATION—Transportation Dept. has 
extended indefinitely its one-year demonstration program of fi- 
nancial assistance to participants in National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration’s (NHTSA) rulemaking procedures. This 
means the program will continue at least through Oct. 30, 1979, 
when appropriated funds will run out. 


e SPEEDOMETERS AND ODOMETERS—On March 16, 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) 
announced that beginning with the 1980 model year, speedomet- 
ers may display speeds no higher than 85 miles per hour and 
must highlight the 55-mile limit (in most cases). In addition, the 
final rule requires speed graduations in both miles and 
kilometers—instead of leaving the decision up to the manufac- 
turer, as originally proposed. Another NHTSA rule (beginning 
with 1981 model year) requires odometers to be tamper-resistant 
and irreversible. 


e TIRES—National Highway Traffic Safety Administra- 
tion (NHTSA) has changed the way traction grades are indicated 
on tires. The change was made to help consumers understand the 


uniform tire quality grading standards. Effective date was Oct. 
23. 
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Holiday safety tips 


Consumer Product Safety 
Commission’s (CPSC) latest Memo 
contains a special toy safety section. 
Infant toy hazards, such as baby rat- 
tles and pacifiers, are identified, and 
warnings on the selection of proj- 
ectile toys are listed. 


In addition, here is some advice 
from CPSC on other children’s 
products: 


e BICYCLES. Select one that 
suits the rider’s age, size and abil- 
ities. Check hand and footbrakes for 
fast, easy stops, and make sure there 
are no sharp points or edges, par- 
ticularly along the fenders. Teach 
children to observe traffic laws and 
signals. 


e SKATEBOARDS. Be sure the 
rider has all the necessary protective 
gear to go with them—helmet, knee 
pads, elbow pads, gloves, and slip- 
resistant shoes. Irregular riding 
surfaces account for over half the 
skateboarding injuries due to falls. 
Skateboard parks and other areas set 
aside especially for skateboarding 
generally have smoother riding sur- 
faces than ordinary sidewalks. 


e SLEDS, TOBOGGANS, 
SNOW DISKS. Choose equipment 
for its sturdy construction, and avoid 
jagged edges and protruding rivets. 
Teach children the importance of 
checking out the sliding area before 
careening down a slope. Make sure 
riders know how to stop or “bail out” 
in an emergency. 


For more safety information 
about these products write: Wheels, 
Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion, Washington, DC 20207. 
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Supreme Court decisions for 1978 


e PUBLIC UTILITIES—Memphis Light, Gas, and Water Division v. 
Craft (76-39). The Court said a gas or electric company has a duty to (1) 
provide customers with procedure for protesting a threatened service cutoff 
and (2) give advance notice that such a procedure exists. 


e ATTORNEYS—Ohralik v. Ohio State Bar Association (716-1650). The 
Court said a state bar association may discipline an attorney for soliciting 
clients in person, because of the state’s interest in protecting the public from 
fraud, undue influence, and intimidation. 


e COMMUNICATIONS—Federal Communications Commission v. 
National Citizens Committee for Broadcasting (76-1471). FCC, the Court 
ruled, has authority to forbid common ownership of a radio or television sta- 
tion and a daily newspaper located in the same community when the combi- 


nation involves the only daily newspaper and the only broadcast station in 
the community. 


e Federal Communications Commission v. Pacifica Foundation (77- 
528). Although the Communications Act forbids the FCC to edit proposed 
broadcasts in advance, the Court found that FCC does have authority to 
impose sanctions upon broadcasters who use obscene, indecent, or profane 
broadcasting. The Court said that because broadcasting is a unique form of 
communication extending into the privacy of the home, it has the most lim- 
ited First Amendment protection of all forms of communications. 


e CLASS ACTIONS—Coopers and Lybrand v. Livesay (76-1836). The 
Court found that a Federal court ruling that an action may not be maintained 


as a class action is not immediately appealable, even if the decision is likely 
to end the litigation. 


e ENERGY—Duke Power Co. v. Carolina Environmental Study Group, 
Inc. (77-262 and 77-375). The Court said the Price Anderson Act, which, to 
encourage private industry development, imposes a $560 million limitation on 
liability for accidents in nuclear plants, does not violate the due process or 
equal protection rights of those who live near such facilities or who may be 
injured in nuclear accidents. 
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